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les work of Righteouſneſs hat be Peace, axd t he, ; 74 


uſneſs, . Quictneſs an d aſſurance for evi 
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HE 'Degenerate Condition. of Human Nurs TRE Ie 
ous to.every Eye, and adminiſters ju occaſion of 

mentation-o all that haye any free and 
ts about. their own Being and Pd. T 


right reſemblance of the Di- 
vine Plat ke yo the. Garden of the Lord, . is in its fal'n. 


be: , 2 confuled, deformed Maſle, a barres Wilderneſs. It is. 
defÞ' "IF d of thoſe Moral Excellencies that were the Glories of .- 
our Tinocent State : It is pervertedto that de rec, that realon-.' 
aDic gh are under the power of diafteQtion to their rue: 


- 200 being - maim'd in that principal. point, a deluge of x: 
kiftds of diforders and miſeries is broke in upon 1t. th IS 1t 
opprefied by malicious Nevis, invaded by loathſom Vices, un- 
derthe government of thoſe defiling, dividing Luſts, that make J 
men. even cruel to themſelves, and enemies to one another t "4 
10 that has any bowels of love to that Nature whereof he is 
TY Ir (£50  beholg it labouring under theſe diſmalruins, and 
antering to greater, with an inſenſible frame, .orrefuſe tocon- 
A pibr & Ms utmoſt towards its relief > This Generous Motive: has 
FL hi pe & } Fhad its iftucnce on you oy Brethren) who. are-in- 
hae this : Fious CEL of promoting » Prafleet Bigprws. 
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 At-onayc proſper in your Fiands, I fall not ceaſe 
Hh ni-way bove feſt Efiuhons "of the \Holy Spiri 
upon you, "'fo preferve your Zeal from Decays,  a#d#o carry you 
on with yet wfedter” Alacrity : So that it May: be evident, 
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$4". * Ijah XXXT., 14. 15. 16.25, x8.-Vexles, 1 wn 
14, Becauſe the Palaces fhall be forſaken, the multitude.of the City 
I5, Until the Spirit beapoured upon us from os high, . and the Wil- _ 
derneſs be a fruitful Field, and the fruitful Field be counted far 
a Forreſt. A 
16, Then Judgment ſhall dwell in the Wilderneſs, aud Righteouſ- 
% neſs remain in the fruitful Field. | | 


d 17, And the work of Righteouſneſs ſhall be Peace, and the effett of 
{/ Righteouſneſs, DBuietneſs and aſſurance for ever. 

C 18, And my people ſhall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in 
'e fare dwellings, and in quiet reſting places. | 
” 


fo HE Degenerate Condition. of Human Nature, is obvi- 
ous to every Eye, and adminiſters juſt occaſion of 
wonder and lamentation to all that have any free and 
"7 _ raiſed thoughts about their own Being and £ud. That 
= Nature, which originally was a bright reſemblance of the Di- 
__ vine Purity, like Eden the Garden of the Lord, is in its fal'n 
þ- State, a confuſed, deformed Maſle, a barren Wilderneſs. It 1s 
ud deſpoil'd of thoſe Moral Excellencies that were the Glories of 
4; I our Innocent State : It is perverted to that degree, that reaſon-. 
rs, Þ| able creatures are under the power of diſaffettion to their true 
the happineſs. 
IJ And being maim'd in that principal point, a deluge of all 
7 | kinds of diſorders and miſeries is broke in upon it. How is it 
tle Þ opprefled by malicious Devils, invaded by loathſom Vices, un- 
| der the government of thoſe defiling, dividing Lufts, that make 
men even cruel to themſelves, and enemies to one another |! 
Who that has any bowels of love to that Nature whereof he is 
a part, can behold it labouring under theſe diſmalruins, and 
haſtening to greater, with an inſenſible frame, or refuſe to con- 
tribute his utmoſt towards its relief? This Generous Motive has 
(T hope ) had. its influence on you (my Brethren) who are in- 
: | 82ge3 1n this Pious Deſign of promoting a Praitical Reforma- 
uy Jf9*; A Work, beyond exception, excellent at all times 5 and 
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fo highly neceſflary at this, that without ſome conſiderable AJ. 
. vances init, We may- yet entertain-the coſt-diſmal apprehen- 
fions of our own Eſtate, and expe to be abandoned to all the 
Calamities an Incorrigible People (can deſerve.  And.yet this 
\meceijfary Work 1s: attended with ſuch formidable difficultics, 
25 would utterly. diſcourage our attergpts, and'make us con- 
chide our Wound incurable ; if we had no reaſon to. expe& thc 
concurrence and aſſiſtance of a Power above our own-: . To this 
Glorjous Spring of. our help, my. Text dire&s you, wherein 
an happy reformed ftate of things is deſcribed, and amplifed 
by the cauſe from which it flows, and the happy Fruit it bears, 
« "Firſt, 4 Reformed State of things is deſcribed in part of the 15 
and 16 v. In 1t, perfons whoſe hearts and lives were' like a bar- 
ren FPilderneſs, became Fruitful in univerfal Holineſs .; and that 
to ſuch a degree, that they. who-before were accounted Fruitfu, 
comparatively with them-are but as the Forreſt : Amang them 
Fadgment and Righteouſneſs abound ; Terms comprehentfive ot the 
Putres of Piety towards God, and Juftice and'Charity toward 
Men : | When a people are throughty- Refs; med, theſe excellent 
Virtues will flow down our ſtreets like a ſtream. | 

' . Secondly, You have here the Cauſe that, produces ſuch an 
happy Change, v/z. The poaring the Spirit from on. high: This is 
as neceffary 1n order to it, as the warm Beams. of the Sun, an 


Sentle fruitful Showers. are, that the face of our Earth may bc 


renewed agen. 

_ Thirdly, Ton have the comfortable effects of this Reformed State 
17 abundance of temporal proſperity and peace, and the ſecure 
ſtable continuance thereof, even to. fucceeding Generations 
17 and 18 verſes. 

Fam not concerned to enquire what particular time tlic 
Words refer unto : Expoſitors generally agree, that they had a 
partial accompliſhment upon the return of the Fews from thc 
Babyloniſh Captivity :. And afuller one in, a Spiritual ſentc 
at the coming of the Meſſiah. ; tho' ſome expect to {ee them 1:- 
terally fulfilled in a G/orions late of things: yet to commence. 
But my defign from the Words, engages me notto,determinc 


inthis matter, for I ſhall only improve the connexion which 
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| ſhould it be thought Unreaſonable, that this Blefled Spirit ſhould'*- 
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oufreſs,” Arid"this/fhall! be the Subject 'of whit 1 fhafl offer 
you-from' theſe Words, i ontelt+ gets 
DoR. That the" effnſror of the holy Spirit 
effettual and thorough Reformation. 
Now the conſideration of this Truth leads me, 
Firſt, 70 Enquire what we are to tuder/ſtand by this pouring forth 
the Spirit from on high. Secondly, 7o fhew what Influence this 
ufo of the Floly Spirit has upon an effectual aid thorough Refor- 
mation, And when Þ have made fome brief Refletions on each, 
of theſe, I ſhall chiefly fiſt on the Application of this truth; to' 
the preſent Occa/ron, | 5 
Firit; Let. as conſider what is 't0” be underſtood by . pouring the 
Spirit from of high ; and all that 1 ſha!l otſerve. to you under 
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| - 
this head, ſhall be in thefe Three Propofitions: * 

Firlt, That there are real communications of the Spirit of God t6, 
Men : That Divine Spirit that gariſhed the Heavens, arid mo- 
ved upon the Face of the Waters in tlie old Creation ; has lie no. 
ſhare of efficiency in the'new? This is. moſt Incredible, and 
[o much the rather, becauſe the work of Application in this 
Oeconomy, pecularly terminates in him : Indeed by what diſ- 
play of his Divine Power he works upon the Souls. of men, is 
not eaſe to beexpreſſed or conceived: Doubtleſs, 'tis ina man- . 
ner, that is 'accommodated to our rational Facultizs, and fully 
confiſtent with that Liberty that is Efſential to a free Creature. 
But tho the'nature of theſe Operations be ſecret, like the Origi- 
nal of the Wind, yet the Effects thereof, are as ſenfibleas its ſound 
and force, to which they are compared by our Saviour, And why john 4; 


3 


have acceſs to ours, whert Wicked Spirits may, and can #// the 
heart, and do work effettually in the children of Diſobedience: And 
even the Heathen world was wont to aſcribe any extraordina- 
ry appearances in men, to their having the Spirit of God ; as | 
Pharaoh concerning Joeph, can we find ſuch a man as this, one 3G 41: 
in whom the Spirit cf God is." And Belſbazzar ſays to Daniel, Th;.. ” 
have heard of thee, that the Spirit of 7he\Gods 3s in thet. Let not 14- 
ſuch a Truth be doubted among Chriſtians, that extorted an” 
acknowledgement” of it, felf, by its own_Evidence from” a 
ATC IS : 
"We dly,- Thefe communications of the” Spirit, are of ſeveral 
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Inſpired them. - Ved 
Secondly, In the communication . of ſpecial Grace: Thus God fl 


promiſes, Zech. 12.10. Aud I will pany pon the houſe of David, Þ uc 
and upon the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, the Spirit of. Grace, and of || the 


Supp ications, &c. The Holy Spirit 4s poured. out as a Spirit. | Ho 
of Grace, both when he Implants Grace, and when he Excites it. | hal 


Firſt, hen he Implants Grace ; tor he it is that forms thoſe I Sect 
inward diſpoſitions, that are-ghe Seeds and Principles. of. Ho: | 
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 Operit, are more plenteous and abundant than at other times. Some- 
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ces a miar-. 
velous:Change3 he difingages men from 2 wild purfuit of de- 
luding heppineſ$in-ſenſible:good, and cauſes. them to become 
rightly atfeQed to God in a Redecmer, as their rightful Lord: 
and Soveraign ſatisfying good. Herein lyes much of the Natttre 
of true Converſion, whieh inthe Scripture d/alef, is to be bors- 
again, \and born-of the Spirit. See Fohn 3. 3 and6s. OY 3 
Secondly, He is poured out as a Spirit of Grace, when h#t%-* ," 
cites it : Holy Souls do experimentally know, - that ther ate 
ſuch things as Divine Jafluentes, by which, gracious affetwns | | 
are inlarged, and their Souls do follow hard after God.: And, _ Þ 
why ſhould it be thought {trange, that the Zleſed Spirit ſhould.y. * "Þ 
move upon his own work, and raife and ſtrengthen thoſe Holy }.. 4 © : 
i(politions, which himſelf has formed ? -Does not David pray FOR LY 
that God would «phold him with his free" Spirit, and under Spi- © 
ritual Decays nu Indifpoſedneſs for intercourſe with God'> 
How many vehement deſires does his holy Soul breath forth, 
for guickeving . influences in that 119 Pſ/a/m. I come to' the 
Third Propoſition. "$44 . - 
Thirdly, There are Seaſons wherein theſe communications of the: 


times they' may in a great meaſure be ſuſpended, our: ſloth. . 
and miſumprovement may forfeit them ; and then the intereſts 
of practical Godlinefs, will lye in a languiſhing ſtate, and the - © - 
good things that are in us be ready to dye. In this frame, we ſhalt . 
have little delight in: Converſes with God, or Zeal for his Glo » 
ry ;. our hearts will' be unready for ſelf-denying ; inſtances ot 
Obedience, and generous deiigns of uſefulneſs to- others, wi 

be ſwallowed up by fone poor low Intereſts which the Fleſh 

calls our own. But there are happy Seaſons, wherein the. 
Spirit of Lite.is poured forth again, and, theſe:Spiritual ruines 

are repaired thereby ; and when this Bleſſing. becomes Gene- 

ral, the effects of it will ſoon be viſible in the World. *Tis'to. * 
luch- an eminent Diſpenſation that my Text refers ;. and from | 
thence the Prophet dates the beginnings 'of happy Times :. 

How far we may think our ſelves concerned in this matter, I 
ſhall.inquire: in the Application. T proceed therefore, to the. 
vecond- General. $ WE ER IRR 


«Secondly, What Tefluence hay#his Effufron of the Holy Spirit 
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pd#Br ofetuct Thorough Reformation" Voummay take ſfomo"ac-” 
comtthereof in Two: pa "Ri Rigkſe. 4 MW 


| » SS i. AEIRL + 1&4, 
"Fiſt; *77s bj ais Effufton lofi the” ret { chat thoſe! Dbeftru- 
hdfs whine Ga js pleaſed ro-employ in pee ya 3 hn for © 
i," ati ingaged init. This great Event is not braypght about 
by an tmmediate diſplay of abſolute power, but theWifdom-of 
God is pleas'd to uſeſutable and congruous means, andhe finds 
 *effi fot atted'to his hand but by pouring out his Spiritupon 
-rhen; he'makes them ſo. | | FL 


. 


* The Concurrence of the' Cvil Magiſtrare is ordinarity necel. 
ary, - for producing a general Reformation » ' Tf they be'un- 
gqualifyed tor their place, and negligent in'their work, if they 
.., Ine6t (20 dropngnes : by "their [pradtice; fuch neglects "and 
- dhdptrous Exartiples, arc likely twihave'a fatal 'inJuenceupon 
[char prope + Experience- has taught us, how from ſuch # po- 
Tare& Fountain, Trreligion and Vice: will foorr-fpread- through 
a Land*':' As often as there were  /a>latrou5 Kings in Fadah, the 
People generally complied with their: 4poftacy; andhow'rately 
-are great men truly good. Tis but ſeldom that ſerions Piety 
5 the ornament" of the purple Robe, tho' it ſhines with-a- molt 
amiable laftre, when it is found there: When therefore a peo- 
Ppleare' ble{led with Wiſe and Religious Mayiftrates: When 
chitienltd Cy is moulded into the Divine Tmige, we'may 
well atcatihit them the produtt;ors.of DivinePower and Grace : 
They areananred with thebely\ Spirit.” ooo 
3778 he alone that can ſpeak effetually to-the Hearts of Princes, 
ihÞ& mike them zealous in the matters of their God. *Tis by 
Wiſdatnfrom:gbove, that they:come to difcerr it their true 
Intereft co/promote pradical' Godlinefs,” that the Throne 'may be 
Rab liſhed in Righteouſneſs, rather than®ts ſtudy their ſecurity 
by methods: ot carnal policy ; as tho” they hop'd to gain the 
worſe, whieh is commonly the greateſt part, by an unre- 
ſtrained Induftgence 6f their Izuſts; © 4 
Tos b0 alon6that tan influence Sibordinate" Magiſtrates; fo as to 
poſſes them with a ſegfeiof their Duty; and drfpoſe then to a 
zealous 'attendance- on it; that they may- attain the end for 
whiclt theybeaxr' the Sword of-Civil -Magiſtracy in becoming 


.a terrer to evil doers. | 
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- fite; in order to a National Reformation. Tis they that ate 7o- 
- tift T their voice like a Trumpet, aiM ſhew the: Hoe of fadah and” 
Hrae 


their Sims : Tt they know not the Lord; and itand fiotin 


; - his Counſel : If they be remiſe in their work, or under the In- 


fluencewf carnal ſenſual affeQtions in their lives, they will diſ- 
ſerve Religion more by their Practice, than they can promote 
it by their DoQrine ; under ſuch unhappy circumſtances; from- 
the Prophet and Prieſt, prophanefs goes out thro the Land. They 
muſt be burning and ihining Lights themſelves, who wou'd be 
inſtrumental to kindle the flames of Piety and Zeal in others. 
Now it muſt be by the efu/ro of the holy Spirit that the ſons of 
Zeviare purified : Tis he that cloths his Prieſts with Righteonſ:, - 
neſs : Tis a plentitul Anointing they receive from him, that 
makes their taces ſhine, that puts a luſtre on their Miniſtrations, 
that gives them an Authority in the Conſciences of their Peo- 
ple, and ſo qualifies them for ſucceſs in their Work. 

I might add, that perſons of fome Eminency and Intereſt a- 
mong the People, muſt ordinarily help in this Work, to be ex- 
emplary to others, 70 call for Juſtice, and to ſtrengthen the 
hands of Magiſtrates and Minilters. 

So that 'tis manifeſt ſo many perſons of different Characters, 
Intere!ts and Stations, mutt be imploy'd in this Work ; that. 
it requires more thin Human Wiſdom and Power to engage and 
unite them in it : 'Tis-theretore the Work of that Powertul Spz- 
rift, who has immediate accels to the heart, and an omnipotent 
dominion gver it ; who can form the ſame inclinations in-a 
multitude at once, and caufe a Nation to be born in a day, and 
when he is pleaſed to give forth his Efetual Command, his 
word goeth very ſwiftly. 

Secondly, Tis by the effuſion of the holy Spirit, that the Endeavonrs 
which theſe prepared Tuſtruments uſ2, do become moſt effettual. Tac- 
knowledge, That by the vigorous execution of Wholſori Laws 
and\'the concurrent influence of a Faithtut Mineftry, open'and 
ſcandalous Profaneſs may be in a.good meaſure fupprefled ;and 
even this 1s an invaluable Mercy, worth all our care and pains 
(and-it mult be afcrib'd to the holy Spirit; as appears by the 
lormer Head.) TEE! 

\ "But the Work will not'be carried far, nor laſt long, withour _ 
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-niſtration of the Spirit : Human Laws and Penaltich MaYn 
| rien” upon ſeeking greater-deereſy,nsa{helter for. their fin 
it is thefroly Spirit awakening mens conſciences,. and Fr 
"+ x their hearts, that muſt ofleftyally Reform them. Other 
_ -do-but cover. the Di/caſe, this cures it : External ap- 
tions do-but fet up & Dique.againlt, the Stream.; . the San- 
Hig operations of the Spirit, dry. up the Fi quntain, and tho' 
"there'are but 'few- truly ſanRified, yet many maybe fo con- 
"vinced;-and fee ſuch an awtul efficacy in. the Conſiderations, 
Which an-enlightned conſcience: repreſents, as may be more et- 
AFeQual reftraints, . thancexternal ſeverities..:..For eternal Re- 
" watds*'andPunifhments are confeſledly of the highelt and mio(t 
.awful importance to thoſe that indeed believe.them, and there- 
fore*6ur hapes and. fears'that are.converlant about them, are 
"the moſt powerkub-{prings of action. 
- *-1\fay-not this 20-:diſcourage;yaur Pious attempts of: expoſing 
Searidalous Sinners tothe puniſhment the Law - aſjgns.** For 
'*this is highly our duty, and indeed neceſſary tothe molt' of 
" ſuch offenders,' who are.ſo.hardened and ſiupified by their-fuſts, 
* that they: fcarcerreſent any puniſhment but. what they feel : Yet 
'» weſhouldnorfatisfy. qur ſelves with this, but raiſe our thozghts 
" and deſires: higher, - even.to: thoſe victorious operations of the 
| Bleſſed Spirit, by: waxes Sin may be mortified as well as re- 
N Arained. 
; E-praceed now:to ; the application of this Truth to the preſent 
W occaſion; And:there-are-lomethiags I wou'd deduce from hence 
both for your Direction. about your work, and for your Dcou- 
PU ao; 11 it. wa 
7:21. Firſt» Bycway, of Direflion,. Wou'd you manage your laudable [| 
; Artempes Cana rophanr. with happy, ſucceſs 2 Contribute 
'then/-your- u »tOwards.abt -abtaini is [woaluable Bleſſing ; 
1 - even: afreſh c 3 mw the- rhe: Snerit I withold or withdraw 
"tis help,che:Work will Lic © languihing on your hands, and 
*\-eVenFour-OWn-Zeca!, that at preſent. ſcems i»flam'd, will gradu- 
_[caly abate, and at leng gth; 6XpIre,. and the whole Deſign prove 
abortive to the diſap GINtent- rf | aur. Ereyers and. Hopes, and | I 
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But if the holy Spirit breath upon your Endeavours, the Work 


will go on proſperouſly, and prevail mightily, till Satan fall like 
Lightning from Heaven before you, and his Kingdom. be viſi- 


bly ſhaken. © 


. Obj. But are not the communications of the holy Spirit arbitrary, 
likethe Rain that comes down from Heaven, which waits not for Men, 
and tarries not for the ſons of Men? Do's not that ſacred Wind blow 

where it liſts What then can we contribute towards obtaining thoſe 
Heavenly Gales that flow from Soveraign Grace ? TOE 

Anſw, There are Means appointed, in the due ule of which, 
this Bleffing may be obtained. That merciful God who 1s. the 
beſt of Beings, denies not his gracious Aſliſtances, when we are 
not wanting to our ſelves in teeking them : And I cannot offer 
any thing more ſerviceable to your Deiign, than by pointing 
out the way how you may obrain thoſe helps upon which the 
ſuccels of all depends. . And therefore, 

Firſt, Implore the effuſtons and afſifkances of the holy Spirit by hum- 
ble importunate prayer. This 1s a way wherein every one of you 
may be uſeful, and 'tis a way you are directed to, by God him- 
ſelt, in Zzek. 26, 27 verſe, you find this mercy promiſed, [w/ 
(fays God) Fro my Spirit within you, and cauſe you to walk in my 
Statutes, and keep my Judgments, and do them. Butthen, this pro- 
miſe is not tulhlled while we caſt oft the uſe of means, and 
therefore God adds, in 37 verſe, 7 will yet for this, be enquired of 
by the houſe of Iſrael to do it for them. To excite you ſo to do, 
Conſider, 

Firſt, This is a Mercy promiſed, and therefore we have ground 
and warrant for our Faith and Hope in Prayer : Yea the pro- 


. miſes of it are referred for their fulleſt accompliſhment to the 


latter days : Thus Ads 2. 16, 17 verſes, This is that which was 
Jpoken of by the Prophet Foel. And it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt 
days (faith God) 7 will pour out my Spirit upon all fleſh, &c. There 
was a communication of the Spirit under the 0/4 Teſtament, 


bat it was more ſparingly, like the watering of a Garden by a 


ſingle hand ; but he is diſpenſed more liberally and univerſal- 
ly under the New, like the Clouds pouring down Rain upon 
Earth : Upon al fleſh, without diſtinction of Few and Gentile. 


_ 1 am ſenſible that the 4poſtte applies that Promiſe more emi- 
,ncntly to extraardenary Gifts, but I fee no reaſon to contine 1t 


(0 46 to exclude ordivary ones; eſpecially ſince the fornet were 

in order-to the greater fucceſs of the latter. I acknowledge al- 

ſo, that the Apoſtle ſpeaks: of that Promiſe, as fulfilled in the 

Primitive times : But Judicious Expoſitors have well obſerved, 

That fuch Promiſes as concern neceſſary Mercies, have not 

their full accompliſhment at once, they are fulfilled agen and 

agen in every Age, as the neceſſities of the Church to which 

3 in common they belong, do require. The laft. Days are the 

Cor. 2, Whole time of the Goſpel, and therefore the Apoſtle ſpeaks of 

Ss the Goſpel State in general, as becoming Glorious, by its being 

the miniſtration of the Spirit, tho' there may be ſome particular 

ſeaſons that do more exceed is glory : This then is a-promiſed 

Mercy ; ſo that when we plead with God in Prayer for-it, we 

may. hold up tis own Word as our Warrant, and bottom our 
hope of tucceſs on his Faithfulneſs, as well as Mercy. 

Secondly, This is a neceſſary Mercy : And as the former Conſi- 

derationthould-raiſe our hope, fo this beſpeaks our /mportunity : 

The growth of Irreligion, and the decays of the power of Godli. 

neſs are ſuch among us, that without it, we ſhall not be healed. 

We may try many remedies ( 'tis our duty to do fo) and they 

may have an hopeful and promiting.appearance ; but alas all 

will be a dead Tmage, if the.Spirit of life breath not in: it : The 

Stream of corrupt nature will overbear :and baffle all our feeble 

oppoſition, if omaipotent Grace. do' not” interpoſe and help : 

Let us then lay open'our Wounds. before the great Phyiitian, let 

us ſpread our neceſlities beiere the Father of Mercies, who has 

directed us to argue trom our own bowels, : and.to expect 

much more from his : Luke, 11..x3. If (ſays our Saviour )'ye 

 Gring evil know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 

more will your Heavenly Father give hu holy Spirit to them that asK 

him. Let us then both in our Joint Addrefles, and Secret Re- 

cirements, ſend up the earneſt importunate Cries of Perithing 

Creatures : Let our hearts cry as loudly as our wants do, that 

God would poar down his Spirit upon this declining Generation ; 

Oh what an happy Change” -wou'd it make, and how ſoon. 
would the face of our Earth be renewed” again? 

Secondly, Wait for this Mercy in a diligent attendance on your du- 

/y : We muit ſet upon- Adion.when God calls, and truſt him 


OS tor frength as well as ſucceſs. The alliance of the holy $pirir 
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18 hot-deſigned to indulge our ſloth, or to do the work with- 
out us, bur fo animate our Induſtry and help us in it : Apply 
your ſelves to this preſent Service therefore with all your 
might : Up and be deing, and the Lord will be with you, and let 
your frame and acings be ſuch, 'as may be likely to be thus. 
owned from Heaven. In order whereunto, I ſhall take the: 
liberty to offer two Direftjons. | | te: 6 
* Firſt, Labour to at from thoſe principles in this matter, that are: 
agreeable to the word of God, and may render your endeavours 
Sealing to him : ' A bad End may vitiate a good Adtion, and 
blaſt its uſefulneſs to men, as well as hinder its acceptance. 
with God. Beware that vou do not cover any Luft with the 
Diſguiſe of Zeal for God. I.et not Paſſion, Malice, or Revenge, 
r Influence you to any of your /xformations or Proſecutions : Bit 
let Zeal for tie Honour of God, . Compatilion to the Souls of 
1 men, and generous aims at the publick good, be the great 

Springs of your Adctings. 


v \ Firit, Zeal for God and the 7lonoar of Religion. All Sin has a, 
: manifeſt tendency to diſhonour the bleſſed God : *Tis a Re- 
/ fetion on his infinite Vi/dem and Goodneſs, as tho he had bur- 
1 thened our Nature with an heavy Yoke, an unſuitable un- 
(- equal Law. 'Tis a Denial of his Authority, as tho he had 
e no juſt right to Govern his own Creature. It would cat 


down the glorious Jehovah trom his Throne of Supremacy 0- 


t ver the Children of Men ; and ſurely the attempt is horrible, 
as | tho' it wants ſucceſs, and the affront is more hanious, when 
t Sin is open and z9torious, fo that others ſee our contemptuous 
ye diſregards of that Supream being : Let your Hearts be deeply 
ch affected with this malignity of Sin, in all your endeavous to 
SK ſuppreſs it ; and labour to revive the Power and Practice of 
e- || ſerious Religion With this end in your eye, that your Heavenly 
1s |} Father may be glorified ; for he is glorified by our bringing forth 
at much Fruit, John 15. 8. The Holineſs of the Members makes an 
n; honourable repreſentation to the world of their glorious head. 
MN It ſhews forth the efficacy of the Mediation of our Lord Jeſus 


Chrift, and the power of his Grace, when 'our barren Nature 
is recovered to Fruitfulneſs. This would be the great honour of 
the Chriſtian Religjon. It wou'd repreſent it amiable and re- 
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loo Its 1b ihe Original, When" the Fv.oi 
transforming” the” Hearts of men, 
d making chem Fruitful in all inſluRcn of Vir- 
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Yd Piety 


En &cs you to'expoſe to ſhame and'punithment:: 
Ler £67 their Perſons be flaming in (your Breaſts, while 


"x*jaſt Yeteſtation of their Sins: Believe you do 
Y Office," white they miſtake you tor their Ene- 
por! your Tiformations againſt them, under-the 
Fa Remedy rather charrs Pewloy, -and beg of Gad that 
beeffetual. This may be the Get ſtep > Krvar' faving 
Death; for they that are not'capable of other As 


evil of Sin”! 
Toexcite'your: Compaſiins, eduſitler the: extroam danizes) of 


__ Souls... What a fatal precipice is before 'em ? 
what's 
ſelves, eveii's' $rate of Everlaſting wo? - 


: And are theſe things indeed ſo? 


if we ds ſeriouſly believe it? 
Is it a certain 


Is this terriYe Zell more than # painted: Fire ? 
reality, near at hand ? 


ſideration raife our deepeſt Compaſlion, and (as the' Prophet 
ſpeaks ) mike our very Bowels to found as an Harp. My Brethren, 


Corfftitution , let us' expreſs them by our utmoit endeavours, 


ple in "Your'prefent work. 
Thirdly, Generous aims at the publick _ We'cannot more 


| in this World, as well as upon particular Perſons in the next. 
'Fror 14- But Righteouſneſs exults a Nation ; it ingages the Indulgent ta- 
vourable Providence of God on their ſide; his Protection. will 
be 4 Wall of deferice unto\*them; this favour will make them 
.great's'Sothar they ſhall be the Head: and not the Tail, chict 


 amopg the'Natiotis, #4Prineels ami 


rifyiog | 


Colpaſſon t0'the Souls of Men, even theics whom | 


fiay begin tolcarn'by Jaffering, ſomeſpart” of-the' 


Into: 


eadfyl amazing Gulf are they haſty--to plunge them- 
May not the thoughts: \ 


of it thake our'Flelh' to tremble, and over-whelm. our minds. 


Are multitudes of our fellow Crea- 
-- tures going down iftoit before our eyes:?2 How ſhould this con- 


if we' have atiy Principles of Tenderneſs, and Pity in ous | 


to prevent this dreadful ruine to Souls. AQ from this Princt- -. 


effeually'contult the welfare of our-Lands, than by methods ' 
of Reforming then ; for Sin'brings ruine upon'Collettive Bodies - Jh 


ave Provinces: Where: W115 
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prevent; and-to are; chargeable: with, other mens Guilt, as | 


uſtice,/Ferapegrance;-Oharity and 


| theſe four. 


the: Law cannot be Executed unleſs the Tranſgreſſor be Con- 
Fvicted;' and you know this Conviction 1s devolved upon the. 
: Ihand of private Perſons : So: that the Intereſts of Practical ., 
| Religion need. your help,. and you cannot retuſe it without. ... 


{clyes-to the Curſe that was denounced againſt thoſe, who wou'd. . 


Picty: abqund, tloy, gut 2: © 
luſtre upenuch ea. People:in the Eyes of others. . How -eftectu-..\ 
ally was: this: Exemplify'd in the Kingdom: of Judah, when... 
they were zealous for the Law of their God, they., were: the ... 
Glary.obalkLands, the. Wonder.and Envy of other Nations. ;. 
thein Enemies ſubmitted .themſelves on every fide, Peace and... 
abundant Proſperity were the Blefſings of their happy; Times.... 
So that zeal tor Practical Religion is the beſt Expediens tor. ov 
welfare of our-Lands,. whoſe good we are bound to ſeek yhder. ..* 
all manner of Obligations, . It ſuch motives as theſe hays the; 
governing Influence over you in -your -preſent.. work, ,, you... 
may:comtortably expect that God will be with you-mn.it;; .,.... . 
A:Second Diredtijon is, carefully avoid every thing that \ may-pro-, 

voke thei Holy = te dey. or withdraw. his. Influence. aud Help-;. 

and among other evils that have ſuch a fatal Tendency.. Let 

me: uſe the freedom and. faithfulneſs to: caution you againſt 


[ 


Firſt, Cold Neutrality: Too many are ready to fay,. This is .. 
a matter that doth uot concern me ; am I my Brothers keeper > Yes 
you'are,. the Authority.of God has made- you ſo, and you 
muſt be: reſponfable to. him for your neglet. Tis the: voice 
of God to us all at this day, and the voice of the Civil Magt-. . 
firate ; Who #s on my fide, who ? and here is no room for Neu- 
ters... 1f you are not .with us, you are in the righteous conſtruition wat. 12; 
of God againſt us. | , 30. 

It has been already proved abundantly by aber hands, who. ., 
have appeared for the Encouragement and Detence of this :, 
Cauſe ;- that private Perſons are obliged to promote Reform: . 
ing work, as far as regularly they can; the. moſt excellent _ 
Laws avail but little, without a vigorous. Execution. Now. , 


ncurring. the heayy: diſpleaſure of God, and expoſing your, mm } 


ot go -forth.ta the help. of the Lord againſt the mighty: Yea by 
our neglects, y0u;become acceſlaries toall the Sins you might. _ 
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_ -wettaxTaden with you? own. - Oh then let 'tiot Sloth, or 4" 


Tferagar to your carnal Intereſts, or indifferency. in the matters 
of "God, 'or fear of offending may, tempt you to a negle&t of 


this Duty. If we will not do as much as this, when' 


the honour of God, the good of Soxls, and the publick Inte- 
reſt require it, we ſeem to be a reproach to the rational nature 
of man, and much more unworthy of the dignifying name of 
Chriſtian. 2.5285 
"Secondly, Neglets of perſonal Reformation, to appear zealous 
againft'the Zyſts of others, and InduJge our own, would be 
ſuch a piece of vile hypocriſy, as wou'd juſtly expoſe us to the 
Scorn of men, as well as the wrath of God. Your undertaking 


obliges you to the utmoſt care to keep your Garments undefiled, 


and to be-exemplary in univerſal Holineſs : This will give 
you boldneſs betore the Faces of men, and ſome Authority 
-and reſpect in their Conſciences. Oh then begin impartially 
to practice Reforming work at home, and gg not about to 
pult a Mote out of your Brothers Eye, with a- Beam' in Your own. 
Thirdly, Pride and ſwelling Self-conceit, asthd we were the 
men, and Wiſdom and Holineſs ſhould dye with us : As tho we 
expected to be diſtinguiſhed from others, and preferred before 
them, as the zealous Reformers of the Age. This is a Snare that 
younger perſons are in moſt'danger to be taken in; but who- 
ever are infected. with it; it ts Hateful to God, who abhors the 


. Proud. *'Tis humble Souls that are the Temple, the Throne of 


the holy Spirit; he dwells with them, Eelights in them. Oh 


then watch again{t Self-exalting thoughts, and if God honour 


you to be of any Uſe, givehim all the Prajſe, and learn to fay 
humbly with che Apoſtle Pau, By the Grace of God I am what 


fam: -Remember you are chargable with omiffions, enough 
ro make you Arraign your ſelves as unprofitabte Servants ; 


and the defects of your beſt works are ſuch as need Pardon- 
ing mercy, and the attoning Blood of Chriſt. | 


Fourthly, Uncharitable breaches, and diſtances in affeftion from 


ane another. *Tis a remarkable connexion you have in Fphe/. 


4. Jo, ZT. Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, Etc. and then it 
follows ; Let all bitterneſs, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, þ 


O 


and-evil ſpeaking, be put away from you, with all malice, and be þ ap, 


you kind to one another. The holy Spirit cis 2 Spirit of Unit 
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-peace' and love. - Dividing 


(15 ] | 

Spirits baniſh him : T am afraid we 
have been faulry on all fides, in cenſures, envy, variance, wrath, 
&c. May ſuch unhappy Flames expire, and never be kindled 
more : For (my Brethren) Are we not oe Body, as to Principles 
of Truth, and the great Intereſts of Practical Godlineſs 2 Yea, 
Are we not of one Communion as to the Eſientials of Worſhip ? 
And tho' there is ſome Variety in the External Forms of Ad- 
miniſtration, and in Government, yet, why ſhou'd the leſſer 
things whereinwe difler, be more effetual to divide out hearts, 
than the greater, wherein we agree, are to unite us : Oh let 
us ſhew that we have received Anointings from the Spirit of. 
love, by our cordial undiſſembled aftection to one another. 
Let us baniſh envy, and narrow Deſigns for the Intereſts of a: 
Party to the prejudice of the Common Good :. Let us cheriſh 
noble generous Principles of Mutual Forbearance and Conde- 
(cenſion : Let us cover any untender, leſs obliging Paflages 
that may.occur with the Mantle of Love, and ſilently offer up- 
little provocations to new. Heats, as a Sacrifice to Peace ;. as 
conſidering our own Infirmities, and accounting 1t the Glory 
of the Chriſtian Religion, Thatit can unite our hearts, tho' our” 
minds be not of the {ame ſize : And if we thus /zve in Love, we 
may hope that the God of Love and Peace will be with us. 

And now let me inforce theſe Direfions upon you, by put- 
ing you in mind of tliat complication of Circamſtances, that 
nake it beth an 7»v/ting and a preſſing opportunity tor Reforming 
Work. And, 

Firft, The great Mercies we have received, edlige us to prepare a 
[ank-Offering fer our God : The Light of Nature ſufficiently 
Iiftates this Duty, and will leave us unexcufable if we neglect 
t : How do Benefits when they are great and many, and all trom 
1 «nobliged hand; Engage, and even command our hearts : 
{ho can forbear to love and honour a great and generous Benc- 
tor 2 For ſuch a g&od Man that lives tor the good of others, 
at 1s-a common Bleſſing, ſome would even dare to dye. 
y ſo much our Benefactor, as the bleſled God 2 Is not his dai- 7: 
Providence an unexhauited ſpring of inumerable Favours 2 
2s he not made us Wonders of Mercy in our own eyes, and to 
© aſtoviſhment of Europe, of late Years ? And ſurely the Be- 
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And is Rom. %;- 


3 Ro 116 Was nguiliive, What ſhall I render to the Lord: This is one 
I2, I 4 great. 
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Stiould nt anideſerved Blaſſiigs from the hand of God,"make 
_atiea: 200 an impreſſion upon our hearts, as they would do 
from our Felow-creatures : They owe us ſome ſervice, God none ; 
We can make ſome compenfation unto them, none unto 6d 
But ſurely all the Laws of Gratitude bind us to expreſs as far as 

we are. able a thankful temper towards him. | 

Now would you prepare him an Offering * You cannot find any 

' More acceptable than this : When the Pſalmz/#s ingenuous heart 


reat Mſlance he fixes on, 7 wil pay thee all my vows. 4.e. The 
Vows Imade about Reformation, and better Obedience : Not, 
that God 1s againer by our ſervices, or as tho'our righteouſ- 
neſs did profit him, but his Infinite Goodneſs is ſuch, that he 
has made our Duty and Intereſt, one ; and is beſt- pleaſed with 
us, when weare kindeſt to our ſelves. | 

Secondly, We have now leiſure for Reforming Work, - while ou 
Lands have reft from War : Has God reſtored Peace, that we 
ſhould indulge ourſelves infloth > God forbid that we thould 
{o abuſe his Signal Favours : Should we not rather Argue, that 
Now we are in ſafety from our Enemies ; we will more Reſol- 
vedly purſue hz, even our own and other Mens Sins : David 
was not permitted to build the Houſe of God, becauſe he had 
many Wars. That Honour was reſerved to crown the Peacy 
of Solomoy's Reign : Thus, National Reformation is a Signal DuF' 
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ty when we are in publick danger, and under the Sword 0 pan 
'War ; but it is a great difficulty to atrend that ſervice amid Eo 
.the Diſtractions'and Confuſions of that Eſtate. But we ſha dat 
be left without all excuſe, if when God gives us leifure tro Fife 
other Wark, we ſhou'd neglect his. / 


Thirdly, Our Lands are now brought under a new ſtate 0 
Probation-and Trial before the Lord. The devouring Sworg 
3s theath'd, that Controverſy ſeems at preſent ended : Not th 1%” 
we deſerved'it,. but becauſe an Induſgent God will not alwa 
contend : But'now we are conltituted in critical circumſta**s 
ces, we are now on our Good behaviour: If therefore we carifB5 
well under our preſent Mercies, we may hope they are but tif" *X 
. _ Introduction to greater; and that God will treat us as the If *# 
. . Yourites of his Providence. | = 
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he i © i Secowally,, 7 0 add ſome. things for your Encouragement in WW bal 
or, (|  Afd the great Encouragement I would offer, is this, Zhar there * 


May we not hope that ſome of this Sacred Oyl is poured 'on 
our Severaiges Head,. the fruit whereof appears in his Zeafous 
- welt Aeſolves, :effettnallyto diſcourage Prophaneſs and Immorality, and in 
ld bis date: Exechlent Proclamation to that purpoſe. With what 
\Eranſports of Joy ſhould we hear fuch a Reviving Voice from 
the Throne ? And may we not expect that the Work will not 
ſtop here, but that our King in his Wiſdom, will ſcatter theWick- 
\ hadff} £4» and bring the Wheel. over them: That his Reign hall” be-"19"*** 
eome-yet more Glorious, by a 7, —__ over tlie Vices of our 
Dy —__—_ Lands, and thoſe Infernal Powers that propagate 

-U 


; 4nd; phold them. May we not hope that it is the word ot the 
rd 0 Ten | ; | - \ 
\midÞ} 2rd to our Royal Zorobabel, That as his band has laid the foun- 


thi :fatiau of aur Deliverance, 1o his hand ſhall lay on this compleating 

to rlead:fone alſo: That we may with Shoutings cry, Grace, Grate unto it,£< 4- 
| And thou'd it not raiſe our hopes higher, to behold a por- ” ? 
tion: of. the ſame Spirit reſting upon our .Publick Conncils > Are 

mot thote-Excellent Laws againſt fome inſtances of Vice that 
{have been lately Enacted both in England and this Kingdom : 

Abd that Pious, Zealous Addreſs of thoſe Noble Senators in 
gland; the fruit thereof. Surely 'tis matter of great Incou- 
Agement and ground of hope, that our Zegi/lative Powers have 


X Art | yy | els | 
, wy thing own'd and faccoured the languiſhing Cauſe of Religzon. 


_ f | >Heafeveral of thoſe that are in Subordinate agony” feem 
anointed with the fame Spirit. Among whom, . the Magiftra- 


o Stair bis Ciry;:and ſome perſons of Worth. in the Commiſtor fer 
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their active Zeal in panitbuig feeders; and:their-pru- 
to.cover Infarmers trom:Violence and Rage:; . + 
gol $Hot this Sdcred Anointing, 'upon:the: head of. our: Bo. 
dy PolTtick, deſcended to the Skirts of our Garments, even to 
many Pr. ate perſons, whoſe Spirits God. has ſtirred. up to put 
their hand” to this Work with. Zeal, Alacrity,. Courage, . and 
SA Urial : It looks as tho' God had ſome Merciful Deſign on 
foot, when he has done ſuch a new thing: in the. Earthz. that 
private perſons have formed themſelves into diſtinSocietics, 
that their Endeavours may be both more Regular and Succeſs. 
ful in executing our Wholſom Laws : And the Deſign ſeems 
fo much the more to be of God, that there is. fuch-aſweet-har- 
mony and accord among perſons of diflerent Perſwaſions, in 
promoting the;common Intereſt of Religion... | 
**And ( that T may mention no.more ) It looks Like,g Token for 
Good, That ſo. many of the Rifing Geveration:leem to have in ſÞ | 
their hearts, ſome good thing towards.the Lord God of Iſrael : That I « 
the Lord is pleaſed to rejoyce in our Toung Men, that. his Provi- W 1 
denechas ſo wonderfully ſecured any of them from-the infeftion } I 
of evil Examples, and preſerved. them from: the Vanities and | p 
Vices, to which that Age is commonly addicted. ; So that in- 
lead of Senſual Intertainments, they aſlociate tor the Exerct- 
ſcs of Religious Worſhip, and to.provoke/one another to Love, 
and to'Good Works. IGH DH ROE ev 
Oh my "Brethren, what an happy change may we ſee 
in the Face of our Aﬀairs? What. a turn has God. given to 
the Spirits and Inclinations of many ?_ It would be a. denying 
to give unto God the Glory, due to his:Name, to. aſcribe 1o 
great an Efed toa lower Cauſe : I conclude therefore, that 
there are ſome Effufions of the Spirit from on high among us. 
| And, Oh what encouragement. ſhou'd you derive from 
' Hence, to, go on with undaunted: Fortitude and Zeal: . May 
1 not apply to yqu the words of the Prophet, Haggai, 2. 4 
Tet now be firoug, oh Zerubbabel, (oe. Be ſtrong all ye people of 
the Land," ſaith the Lord, and work, for. 1 am with-you, ſaith the 
Lord of [27 75. This. Conſideration ſhould be your .great Re- 
lief agaitiſt the difficulty, of. the Work; ,yqu.find.it; propoſed Þ 
tor this” end by the, Holy Ghoſt, .Zerh1:4- (6.mmame- Net Ly. Na 
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JMinhr0® by Power; But by my Spirit, Jo the Lord: and then- 
it tollows,”! #/ho' art thou'0' great” Mountain before, Zerubbabel; 
thou ſhalt *hecome ''a Plain:” Afliſtances from the” Holy ; Spirit 
- | ſhould-raiſe onr Hearts 'and Hopes above all diſcouragement. | 
It muſt be confeſt, there are Mountainous Difficulties in the-- 
t Way; but what are” hey. before the Spirit of God? How 
d | ſoon: can -Omnipotency ſmooth and level them 2 - Our Di 
n ſeale 15 indeed ſo 'inveterate; it has ſpread fo far, and pre- 
at WW vailed fo long, that our Caſe would be deſparate in'any 
A other Hand : But if that great Phyſfitian undertake the Cure 


s- | of our ſick Souls and State, the work will proſper in his” 
ns 8 Hand. -- 
r- Fhis Conſideration ſhould alfo help you againſt the pau- 


in | city of the Numbers that are yet Ingaged in this Work ; it is 
yet but in its Infancy and Beginning : If we do not fin away . 
for © our own Mercies, this heavenly Dew will deſcend more plen- 
in I teouſly, and difuſe its ſelf more generally ; ſo that this ſmall 
1at I Cloud ſhall ' cover the whole Heavens : The work is in his 
vi- | Hand, who can of Stones raiſe up Children unto Abraham. 
on I Let us not 'therefore deſpiſe the day of ſmall things, but 
ind I perſiſt in this way of known duty, and refer the Ifſue to the 
in- | Soveraign will of Gol: Tho' the Body of the People ſhould: 
rct- I not yet be Reformed, yet a ſmall number of Zealous Pious 
ve,. I Perſons, may be ſet in the Balance againſt all the reſt, and. 
may-prevail to obtain a longer ſpace of Repentance for them; 
ſee IN and in order thereto, your Example may provoke others to 
1 to ſan Holy Emulation ; yea, it has done fo already. The happy 
ing I Defign was at firſt but in a few hands ; all of them Members 
e {o Nob the Eftabliſht Church. (This Honour God has put upon, 
that them, and it ſhould be far from being matter of Envy to Pro- . 
teſtant Diſſenters, who (I hope) will bleſs God for it, and be 
rom Pready to acknowledge it to their juſt praiſe upon all occaſions ) 
May [But is:not Faco#'s Staff already become Two Bands 1n this City ? 
2. 4- And does not the fame deſign happily ſucceed in ſome other. 
ple of Fparts of this Kingdom, and we hope will in a little time pre- 
vail in many more. May we not fee God going forth wath . 
$ ; and ſhall our Succeſles'diſhearten us? Shall we faint with... 
rounds of hope about us. on every ſide? , Oh remember; 
, ſou ferve a» good Maſter ;.' you 'are Engaged .in a moſt _ 
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y oe an. eminent ary bf the Holy 

| at. Sy —=_ -will farther ſhew its pleaſing Face 

to. us-.0n; C a Hand x Fry will adorn our Lands, and 
great will be the;day of Fezreed. 


.tho' theſe atterpts- for' Reformation ſhould be 

ets, Cainh God forbid)- yet if your Hearts be fincere 

in this Work, the Lord will not be. Unrighteons''to forget 

your Zeal, . and that Labour of Love which you have ſhewn, 
apd: ſhall further ſhew to his Name in this matter. 


eX whatever be the 7 wh tha Iſrael thould not now be 


4 , 
RF 


nt 


$5 Ihe 
TRAY >. 


SS 


